
Masashi Katayama covered more ground than any member has on a single day in AGC's 25-year history when he walked an astonishing 72 holes in one day.
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IT WAS A COURSE RECORD 
that stood for nearly 20 years,  
and it wasn’t broken so much as  

it was obliterated. 
Longtime and beloved member Masashi 

Katayama, “Sash,” to the staff, not only 
topped the record of 54 holes in one day, he 
raised the bar by a large margin—and did so 
one step at a time, walking and carrying his 
clubs for 72 holes on a single day June 6.

Katayama has run four full marathons, 

pitches and catches in an adult hardball 
league and works out as hard as he 
works. That’s significant, because by day 
he manages the NJ regional office of 
Kajima Building Design Group, a design 
and construction subsidiary of Kajima 

Corporation headquartered in Tokyo. 
Still, he has likely never put himself 

to the test he did in early June when he 
walked and carried his clubs for 72 holes at 
Anglebrook. The trek took him 14 hours 
and 10 minutes and a mere 61,239 steps—
over 24.8 miles and he came through it 
without a glitch. 

The inspiration for his multi-marathon 
experience at Anglebrook was learning 
that on the longest day of the year at the 

renowned Bandon Dunes Resort outside  
of Portland, Oregon, 90 members  
walk 72 holes in a single day (meaning  
four of the five courses). And thus they  
become members of the Bandon Dunes 
Solstice Club.

He wanted to become the first person to 
replicate that feat at AGC and plotted his day 
to play each set of tees with the exception of 
the reds; so in essence he played 72 different 
holes. Strategically, he went grey, black, 
purple and green. And this was by no means 
speed golf. Katayama stared down each and 
every putt and scoured AGC’s notorious 
thick rough after his rare errant tee shots 
missed the fairways to avoid lost balls and 
penalty strokes. Indeed, he was determined 
to make every single shot count. 

“I did grind out every shot, lasered every 
shot as I would have in a regular round and 
lined up every putt with the intention of 
sinking it,” said the eighth-year member. 
“I may have lost my concentration once, on 
the 46th hole, and that led to a three-putt, 
which reminded me not to lose my focus.”

The odyssey took 324 strokes, including 
122 putts (with an impressive 28 one-putts). 
He hit 24 greens in regulation and made 
four birdies and one eagle. The longest putt 
he made was a slick, downhill 25-footer on 
No. 5, which is one of those things that puts 
a bounce back into a golfer’s step (and in this 
case, that was a very good thing).  

As far as finishing strong, he lined  
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“I did grind out every shot, lasered every shot  
as I would have in a regular round and lined up  

every putt with the intention of sinking it.”

 —Masashi Katayama
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up his putt for birdie in near darkness at 
8:26 p.m. Perhaps if it had fallen, the ride 
back to New Jersey may have seemed a little 
shorter, but he certainly left the parking lot 
that night with a great deal of satisfaction, 
and a highlight reel of memories. 

“I nearly eagled the first hole of the day, 
leaving the putt short for an easy birdie,” 
recalled Katayama. “As I put my clubs in my 
trunk that evening, I was still pissed off I 
didn’t get the bookend birdie to finish it off. 
I also nearly double-eagled the first hole of 
the fourth round, playing from the green 
tees, when my eight iron from 145 yards 
ran right by the cup, so I tapped in for a 
one-foot eagle. Over the course of 72 holes, 
things certainly have time to even out.” 

He changed his shirt and shoes a few 
times and had company for 45 of the  
72 holes. Along the way, there were 12 
bottles of water, two Gatorades, four rice 
balls, one banana and too many protein  
bars to count. 

And of course, leading up to the day, 
there was some extensive preparation—even 
outside of his normal rigorous fitness 
regimen. Katayama does timed High 
Intensity Interval Training, which includes 
mostly full-body movements, such as 
burpees, one-armed dumbbell snatches and 
handstands. To keep himself in shape for 
baseball, he does a 50-yard sprint regimen 
to replicate running the bases at full speed. 
He also did some extra walking, even going 
on foot from his home in Fort Lee, NJ, 
all the way to Yankee Stadium, and some 
walking with a weighted vest after coming 
home from his golf rounds. 

Thus, when he pulled his dual strap over 
his shoulder at 6:16 a.m. and headed to the 
first tee that morning, he was well prepared 
to become the first, and for this year, only 
member, of the Anglebrook Solstice Club. 
He not only plans on repeating the feat 
next year—he hopes to have company next 
time around. That’s a hint, Anglebrook 
members. Start training today. 
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The journey of 24.8 miles unfolded one step at a time for Katayama. Records are made to be broken,  
but we're hard pressed to think we’ll ever see this one fall.  

Member-Guest Highlights Fall Event Calendar
“AGC Corner” Destined  
to Make Its Mark

GOLFERS MAY SAY A 
PRAYER BEFORE 
they get to the vaunted “Amen 

Corner” at Augusta National, but we  
are certain everyone will be very eager  
to get to “AGC Corner” during this  
year’s Member-Guest tournament. 

Our three-hole stretch, from Nos. 4 
through 6, will include some wonderful 
competition, some tasty delicacies and,  
at the end, something nice and cool to cap  
it all off. 

This year’s Member-Guest is set for 
Friday Sept. 23. The event will feature two-
person teams consisting of a member and 
their guest with a Callaway scoring format. 

The 12:30 Shotgun start will be preceded 
by a pre-golf lunch and followed by a 
fantastic dinner with an open bar and 

concluded by a visit from a Ben & Jerry’s 
ice cream truck. On arrival, each golfer 
will receive nothing short of the best tee 
gift we’ve ever offered and provided the 
rundown on the day’s format and the  
contest holes. We’ll post the menu on our 
website soon, but it’s not too early to lock 
into your spot now. The day is priced at 
$400++ per person. 

Unlike the summer Member-Guest, 
we’re limiting the field to one guest  
per member to allow 36 members to 
participate. We’ll cap the field at 72 to  
keep the pace swift. 

We know there will be a rush to get  
to AGC Corner. Hole No. 4 will be a  
“Beat the Pro” contest, with A.J. Berglund 
firing at the flagstick all day long. Who can 
forget last year’s playoff from outside the 
clubhouse down to No. 9 green to declare  
a winner? It was great theater, something  
we hope to replicate. 

The fifth tee will be the site of a raw 
bar, with a oysters and clams and maybe 
something potent and spicy to wash it 
down. We’ll be waiting with a blender and 
a selection of frozen drinks before we send 
you up the steep hill on No. 6. For that day,  
we may call that tee box “Margaritaville!” 

The Member-Guest, of course, is just 
on the heels of our Club Championship 
on Sept. 11. We’ll send out twosomes early 
in the morning and the top four low gross 
scores will advance to a match-play playoff, 
which will result in our two event finalists 
meeting in the grand finale before the end 
of the month. 

September is known as the best month  
of the season for golf—including fast greens, 
great competition and perfect weather—and 
it’s just around the corner. We hope you can 
all make the most of it! 

61,239  
steps

24.8  
miles

14.2  hours

THE  
TREK



Like every golfer,Paul 
Leprohon  
has experienced some up-and-downs this 
season. As author Charles Dickens might 
have said, it’s been “the best of times and 
the worst of times.” Leprohon decided it was 
time for some professional help, so he and 
his longtime partner Yvonne Burroughs 
enlisted the services of head professional 

A.J. Berglund for a series of shared lessons. 
A.J. started with Yvonne and a few quick 

adjustments later declared she was “fixed” 
and sent her on her way to the first tee. 
Leprohon, on the other  hand, got word he 
had some bigger changes to make and that 
this wasn’t all going to happen overnight—or 

maybe even over the course of the summer. 
“A.J. fixed Yvonne in just a few minutes, 

but said it wasn’t going to be as easy for me,” 
laughed Leprohon. “That’s when I couldn’t 
resist telling him, ‘Hey, I made a hole-in-
one last week. Even Tiger Woods couldn’t  
do any better than that.’” 

Indeed, the best of times was a moment 
that would last a lifetime. It came on No. 
17, a hole which historically hadn’t exactly 
been a birdie or par haven for Leprohon. 
But on this day, his nine-iron from the 
grey tees 140 yards away landed short of 
the pin, bounced and rolled right into the 
bottom of the cup. “I lost it in the glare for 
a few seconds, but it got to watch it roll and 
disappear. I was in shock—I still am. I would 
have bet anything that would never happen 
to me.” 

Having been playing regularly for about 
10 years now, Leprohon joins the special 
club and reserves his place in Anglebrook 
immortality. He nearly took his place there 
years ago at Garrison Country Club when 
he was “within a blade of grass of making 
an ace. “It hovered over the cup, and I 
waited and waited, but it just didn’t fall,” 
he recalled, allowing that his near miss was 
easier to laugh about now.  

That thrill is one Leprohon should 
remember as he gets to work on the driving 
range in pursuit of a swing overhaul. 
There’s a lesson for all of us in his story and 

as he puts in the work to devote himself to 
a better brand of golf, you get the feeling 
more golf highlights will be coming his way 
before too long. 

Likewise, Steve 
Hoffner  
wasn’t off to his best start either when he 
made a stroke of genius of No. 4 in June. 
There’s nothing like opening a round with 
a triple-bogey and two double-bogeys to 
take the pressure off. Perhaps with a swing 
thought that he had nowhere to go but up, 
Hoffner stroked a smooth 5-iron 160 yards 
to a mid-right pin location to find his own 
piece of paradise. 

Thirty years of par-3s passed through his 
eyes when he saw his ball find the bottom 
of the jar—and Hoffner dropped his club 
and took of running toward the hole—as an 
uncontrollable urge to see if the impossible 
dream had come to fruition. 

“Look, there’s water on the right and sand 

on the left, so usually it’s one or the other,” 
he laughed. “On the way to the green I’m 
thinking, ‘I don’t see it, but it still can’t be 
in the hole. That’s never happened before.’ 
But I guess every dog has his day.” 

And a whole lot of excitement continued 
when he realized the ball found the bottom 
of the jar. 

So how did the rest of the round go? 
“Who cares?” asked Hoffner, who had 

never come closer than being within a foot 
of an ace. “After that, there was nothing  
that was going to ruin my day. Or the next 
day, or the one after that or the one after 
that either!” 
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First Time For Everything

Paul Leprohon and his beloved playing partner 
Yvonne Burroughs break from their practice 
routine to talk about Paul's stroke of genius. 

"Every dog has his day," said the still ebullient 
Steve Hoffner a few days after his first hole in one. 

Two second-year members make their First Holes-in-One 

“A.J. fixed Yvonne in just a few 
minutes, but said it wasn’t going to be 

as easy for me. That’s when  
I couldn’t resist telling him,  

‘Hey, I made a hole-in-one last week. 
Even Tiger Woods couldn’t do  

any better than that.’”
 —Paul Leprohon

“After that, there was nothing that 
was going to ruin my day. Or the next 

day, or the one after that or the  
one after that either!”

 —Steven Hoffner
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Larger Events 
at AGC
Now with our expanded and covered patio 

terrace, Anglebrook can host larger groups 

than ever before—so the more, the merrier! 

Whether you're looking for space for a large 

corporate event, a charity fundraiser, a 

family reunion—or, of course—a wedding, 

please keep us in mind! We guarantee 

fantastic food, a spectacular setting and 

world-class service. Call us today—we'll 

deliver an unforgettable event. 


