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AGC’s 5th hole is a roller coaster ride from start to finish, most notably the ultra-challenging triple-tiered green. 

TAYLOR RICHTARCIK 
STOOD ON THE TEE OF 
NO. 5 AND LOOKED LONG 

and hard before he found perfect 
perspective.   

“Par is a great score here,” said the 
fourth-year assistant professional. “On 
our third-ranked toughest hole, there’s no 
reason to be looking for anything more.” 

Of course, like a lot of guys in his 
profession, Richtarcik has made a few 
birdies here over the years. The difference 
between making them here and elsewhere 
is that he remembers the birdies on No. 5 
vividly—they are that few and far between. 

His pre-shot focus speaks volumes  
about the task at hand. Yes, No. 5 is visually 
stunning, but commands your utmost 

concentration—from the potentially  
tricky tee shot all the way down to the triple-
tiered green, which is the most severe on  
a golf course chock full of challenging 
putting surfaces. 

“The big view off the tee is one of my 
favorite vistas on the golf course—and the  
tee shot is the easiest shot on the hole,”  
said the former collegiate soccer player at 
Flagler College, who gave up baseball for  
golf at the age of 14. “It’s a generous fairway 

No. 5 Is Visually Stunning, but Demands All of Your Focus

“It’s a generous fairway and if you hit it right,  
you can find the speed slot and pick up another 20 yards.”

– Taylor Richtarcik, Assistant Golf Professional 

(Continued on page 2)

Tree Time: Another great feature  

of No. 5 is the old oak tree on the right 

side of the green. This tree dates back 

to Revolutionary War, meaning it  

pre-dates golf in America. It was 

featured in an issue of The Met Golfer 

magazine a few years back as one of 

the best trees in area golf. Another 

great tree here, which serves as the 

line on No. 18, had a sister tree that 

Superintendent Lou Quick pleaded 

with Roger Rulewich, Trent Sr.’s lead 

designer, to work around. Problem 

was, it was right in the middle of 

what is now the 18th fairway and thus 

couldn’t be saved. “Now, Lou,” said 

Rulewich at the time, “do you want  

a golf course here or a park?”

DOWNH I L L
and Downright Difficult



VOLUME 22 ISSUE 3PAGE 2

An Ace For the Ages 

SHINICHIRO WAKASUGI 
APPRECIATES THE 
MASTERFUL ARCHITECTURE 

that goes into each and every hole at 
Anglebrook. Up until recently, however, 
he and No. 4 hadn’t always gotten along 
that well. 

That all changed with one smooth swing 
in early mid-June. Wakasugi hit a seven-

iron to a mid-left pin location and watched 
it bounce twice and roll into the cup for his 
first hole-in-one. 

“I’ve struggled with that hole since I 
became a member here three years ago,” he 
said. “Not any more.” 

It was just the day before that Wakasugi, 
aiming at a right-side pin location, put his 
ball in the water there. 

Suffice to say, he and the hole have 
become friends—as it seems he has with 

every other hole here. 
“Anglebrook is my favorite golf course 

I’ve ever played,” he said. “Each hole has so 
much character and is designed so well. It’s 
a course that forces you to invoke strategy 
rather than just hitting each shot as far as 
you can.” 

As for Wakasugi, he hit it just far enough 
to record his “biggest highlight in golf so 

far.” The momentous occasion was made 
more special since it was the last time his 
colleague and good friend Shin Yabe would 
play at AGC before moving back to Japan. 

We expect more golf highlights will come 
to Wakasugi over the balance of the season, 
but sharing his ace with Yabe will be one 
that’s hard to top.

Said Wakasugi: “We’ll be talking about 
that forever.” 

and if you hit it right, you can find the speed 
slot and pick up another 20 yards.” 

A golf course architect would call No. 5 a 
“cape” hole, meaning bite off as much as you 
can chew on the tee shot. If you can only hit 
the ball 175 yards, there’s a line for you. And 
if you can hit it 350, there’s another line 
for you. Here, a player has to decide how 
difficult or severe an angle they’re willing to 
take. Be careful not to go too far right and 
run through the fairway into the hazard.

For Richtarcik, the ideal play from the 
purple tees is a 3-wood. If he’s really dialed 
in that day, though, sometimes a 3-hybrid 
will suffice. 

“Obviously, you want to stay right of the 
tree line that separates the hole from the 
range, so the hole sets up nicely for a draw 
off the tee. 

“I want to leave myself a wedge or a  
9-iron in, so I’m looking to be inside of  
150 yards,” he said. “Because it all pretty 
much comes down to what happens on  
the green.” 

Low handicappers like Richtarcik, 
however, are seldom too cautious—never 
wanting to rule out a heroic shot. “My game 
is about being aggressive and attacking the 
pin, and if that doesn’t work out, you need  
to be confident in your ability to get up-
and-down.” 

For your mid- to high-handicappers,  
this isn’t a bad place to make a bogey at all. 
There are certainly less visually appealing 
places to card a big number. 

“Most times I’ve played with a foursome,” 
he said, “someone winds up with a double-
bogey.” 

(Continued from cover)

Assistant professional Taylor Richtarcik lets loose 
on the 5th tee.

Just a day after finding the water on No. 4, 
Wakasugi found the bottom of the cup for his  
first hole in one. 

“Each hole has so much character and is designed so well.  
It’s a course that forces you to invoke strategy rather than  

just hitting each shot as far as you can.”

– Shinichiro Wakasugi 
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Fall Member-Guest Arrives 

EVEN MEMBERS  
WHO HAVE BEEN HERE  
AT ANGLEBROOK FOR  

nearly as long as there has been an 
Anglebrook all agree on one thing: the 
Member-Guest is one of the best days at 
the club of the entire season. 

This year’s event is set for Friday, 
September 24th. The club will be closed for 
the entire day to any other play—and the 
members and their guests will see the club 
in a whole new light that day. 

For starters, head professional A.J. 
Berglund and his right-hand pro Taylor 
Ritarchik will mastermind a unique golf 
course set up, ensuring some looks at holes 
and some shot opportunities you’ve never 
seen before. Then, you’ll get to face off 
against them on a long drive and closest to 
the pin competition. 

Chef Quattrocchi, John Frederick and 
their team will ensure every bite of food and 
every sip of drink will be as perfect as the 
rest of the day—and delivered with our top-
notch AGC hospitality. 

And of course, Lou Quick, Scott Imbro 
and our dedicated maintenance crew will go 

to every length to provide the turf is simply 
perfect. Fall conditions have always been 
extra special here, the grass thriving on the 
cool nights and warm days—especially our 
bentgrass greens. 

The event is a 12:30 Shotgun start, with 
lunch available at the HWH beginning at 
11:30 and through the turn. There will 
also be additional drinks and snacks on the 
course throughout. 

The format for the day will be a Callaway. 
Depending on your score, you get to deduct 
a certain number of holes, and the strokes 
taken on those holes, from your gross score 
to arrive at your net score, which is used  
for determining prizes. There will be a  
tee gift and additional contest holes. The 
cost is $350 per player, plus tax and service 
charge, which includes both meals and a  
full open bar.  Your account will be charged 
for the fees for your foursome a few weeks  
in advance so we can ensure a full field. 

The pro shop is ready to take your 
reservations today at (914) 245-2972.  
First-come, first-served as far as 
reservations. We hope to see you there! 

THE MATCH OF THE YEAR, MITSUBISHI & MITSUI: Mitsubishi and Mitsui engaged in their annual competition here in late June. The 
friendly and spirited event goes back nearly 40 years now and similar annual events are hosted in several other countries as well. Anglebrook 
has been the site for the U.S. event since 2015. Mitsubishi captured the event this year, wrestling the trophy away from Mitsui, which won in 
2020. The number of participants was reduced the past two years due to Covid and all safety protocols, including socially distanced tables 
and outdoor dining, as seen here, were upheld to the most stringent standards. Congratulations to all the participants! 

M E M B E R  G U E S T 
2 0 2 1

OUT OF THE HALFWAY HOUSE 
(Pre-Golf & at the Turn)

Shrimp Burgers, Salmon Burgers, Best Darn 
Chicken Sandwich, Fried Shrimp Basket,  

and Pastrami Reuben Sandwich

Spicy Cole Slaw, Bacon Cheddar Potato,  
and Detroit Macaroni Salad

ON THE COURSE
Johnny’s Shaved Ice

Beer Tasting

Dried Sausage, Pepperoni, and Cheese Cups

Fresh Fruit Cups

Green Granola Bars

DINNER TIME
Vegetable Ramen Salad, Red Beets & Apple 

Salad, Roasted Asparagus Platter,  
Thai Beef & Scallion Salad, Octopus & Cucumber 

Salad, Simple Chopped Salad

Assorted Skewer Station

Assorted Sushi and Roll Station

Mountain of Chilled Shrimp Cocktail

Steamed Littleneck Clams with  
Melted Butter & Lemon

Southern Slow Roasted Pig

Roasted Sweet Potatoes and Pineapple

Corn on the Cobb

NOSTALGIC ICE CREAM HOUR
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Club News & Notes
Club Championship
The bragging rights are at stake during  
when balls are in the air on Sunday, Sept. 12 
for the club championship. Once again, we’ll  
be sending out twosomes consecutively from 
9:00 a.m. on. This year we’ll expand the  
match play playoff to the top four low 
medalists. The top score will play the fourth-
place finisher and second and third seeds  
will play for the right to advance to the 18-hole 
match play finale. The Club Championship  
is for Full members only. 

Lincoln Hall Outing
The club will be closed for the day on 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, for the annual  
Lincoln Hall Outing.

Aug. 20: Grill Room Closes Early  
The Grill Room will close at 3:30 on Friday, 
Aug. 20 for a member’s private party. We will 
extend the hours at the HWH that evening for 
golfers who come in off the course after that. 

Member Rick Martin receives a gift certificate 
for a Closest to the Pin prize won at the club’s 
inaugural Member-Member tournament in June. 
We hope to see Mr. Martin along with many of 
our other members at Member-Guest on Friday, 
Sept. 24. 


