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AGC’s 24th 
Season Arrives

AGC members hit the ground walking to open the 2020 season, as no cart usage was one of several temporary restrictions to limit exposure.

A NGLEBROOK’S 24TH 
SEASON OPENED AS 
SCHEDULED ON APRIL 4.

Of course, very little else was reminiscent 
of the typical opening days members 
have experienced at the club since 1998. 
However, what we lacked in the number 
of players and our regular routines was 
overcome by sheer enthusiasm. Members 
and their guests were thrilled to leave the 
confi nes of home and de-stress in the safe 
environment of a vast piece of property—
something that perhaps only golfers would 
understand. 

There was no access to our clubhouse 
and no food service on opening day. There 
was no range, no carts and no handshakes 
or hugs. 

But the optimism that typically abounds 
at the beginning of every new golf season 
was palpable, and for the four hours our 
members absorbed their fi rst rounds of golf 
in some time, they reported a wonderful 
escape from the worldwide pandemic that 
has dominated the news and our lives in 
every way for the past few months. 

“You made us feel safe and comfortable 
today,” one member emailed after 

opening day. “The golf was fantastic and it 
was so nice to have something to do outside.”

Most members had never walked the 
course before, but the concept was largely 
embraced by everyone. And while not 
everyone opted for the entire 18-hole 
trek, which covers approximately fi ve 
miles, those who did reported it was 
“downright pleasurable.” 

Aided by the mildest winter in 
Westchester in recent memory, members 
said conditions were extraordinary for 

so early in the spring, which were perhaps 
only exceeded by the wonderful attitude 
everyone had. 

Our signature hospitality was as evident 
as all the precautions we took. Dining 
Room Supervisor John Frederick and 
Executive Chef Steve Quattrocchi took 

their turns behind the check-in table, 
where members found pre-packaged 
scorecards in individual bags with tees, 
a pencil and a ball marker waiting. The 
cooperation of the membership was greatly 
appreciated as we limited access to the 
putting green to one group at a time. A.J. 
Berglund was summoned from the golf 
shop several times so members could 
offer an in-person congratulations, albeit 
from a distance, on his appointment as 
our new head golf professional. 

Like everything else in the world at this 
time, we don’t know how long the current 
restrictions under which we’ll operate 
may continue. We do know that the fresh 
air, sunshine, camaraderie and the pursuit 
of par felt like home as much as ever to 
our members. 

Members fi nd solace and social distancing on our 240 acres

”You made us feel safe and comfortable today. The golf was 
fantastic and it was so nice to have something to do outside.”
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LAST OCTOBER, I WAS 
PLEASED TO REPRESENT 
ANGLEBROOK GOLF CLUB 

at the 15th annual meeting of the Robert 
Trent Jones (RTJ) Society held in 
Sotogrande, Spain. Established in 
2004, the society honors the work of 
this legendary golf-course architect and 
strives to preserve his legacy. The RTJ 
Society membership includes golfers 
from many of the Jones-designed courses 
in the United States and abroad. 

The October, 2019 meeting was the 
RTJ Society’s fi rst international event, 
welcoming golfers from 11 clubs, with 
Anglebrook participating for the fi rst 
time. A total of 65 attendees traveled 
to Spain’s Costa del Sol. Along with 
the club representatives, special guests 
included Robert Trent Jones Jr., master 
course architect in his own right, and 
Roger Rulewich, RTJ’s chief designer for 
Anglebrook, Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Trail and many other Jones projects. 

This four-day gathering featured 
golf rounds on both the Sotogrande and 
Valderrama courses, presentations on 
the design, construction and renovation 
of these world-class courses, and tours of 
nearby Sevilla and Gibraltar. Headlining 
the gala dinner was Spanish golfer Manuel 
Pinero, whose four match wins in 1985 
propelled the European team to its fi rst-
ever Ryder Cup victory. 

Now known as the Real (Royal) Club 
de Golf Sotogrande, it was the fi rst course 
built in this region, an area that has become 
one of the world’s great golf meccas. At 
Sotogrande, Jones built a parkland course 
with numerous water features, the fi rst 
major international expansion of American 
golf architecture. During construction, 
RTJ even smuggled in Bermuda grass sprigs 
in his suitcase from Ft. Lauderdale. He 
subscribed to the philosophy of “follow the 
sun, and they will come.” Since Sotogrande 

opened for play in 1965, the world’s golfers 
have done just that. After a masterful 
restoration led by Rulewich in 2014-15, 
the course has its original look-and-feel, 
combined with state-of-the-art drainage 
and maintenance. Truly a special place.

Only a few miles inland from 
Sotogrande, the Real Club Valderrama 
is a totally different and entirely unique 
golf experience. Winding its way through 
a forest of 5,000 cork trees, Valderrama 
requires the golfer to steer his shots through 
alleyways that have gotten tighter over the 
years as the cork trees have grown upward 
and sideways. The site of the 1997 Ryder 
Cup, the fi rst played outside of the USA 
or Great Britain, Valderrama deserves its 
rating as Continental Europe’s number-
one course and RTJ’s very best design. 
The course’s fourth green, with its cascade 
protecting the right side, is one of the 
world’s greatest. Fronting the 17th green is 
the infamous lake which swallowed up Tiger 
Woods’ eagle putt in 1999. [Full disclosure: 
my yellow Titleist suffered the same fate, 
as my bunker shot could not hold the slick, 
downward-sloping green.] 

I had the opportunity to spend time with 
Roger Rulewich and let him know how much 
we enjoy the Anglebrook course. Roger was 
tight-lipped about the center bunker on the 
18th hole, but he did admit the severity of 
the fourteenth green is something that he 
still thinks about to this day. 

They say “the sun never sets on a 
Robert Trent Jones Sr. course” and 
that’s never been truer for golfers in 
the Robert Trent Jones Society’s 
Passport Program. 

Proud members of the society since 
2008 and the Passport Program since 
its inception two years ago, Anglebrook 
members are automatically enrolled in 
the reciprocal program which gives our 
members the opportunity to experience 
some of Trent Sr.’s other masterful 
creations. Members who utilized the 
passport last year reported fi rst-rate 
hospitality, excellent conditions—and 
of course an abundance of risk/reward 
options and hard par/easy bogey holes, 
two of the tenets of Jones’ design 
philosophy. 

Making arrangements at these clubs 
is a pro-to-pro process—as the golf 
professionals at each of these clubs will 
fi eld requests and determine if they can 
accommodate based on their activity level 
that particular day. 

Two of these venues are easy day trips 
from AGC. 

The Tuxedo Club in Orange County, 
NY, dates back to 1886 and is a walk 
back through time with its vast property, 
boathouse, varied sporting venues and two 
architecturally renowned clubhouses. Golf 
has been played there since the 1890s and 
on the Trent Sr. course since 1957. 

Metedeconk, National is in Jackson, 
NJ, in the upper region of the New Jersey 
Pinelands, featuring 27 holes of RTJ Sr. / 
Roger Rulewich golf spread out over more 
than 700 acres. Like Anglebrook, every hole 
is encased as its own arena, and is marked 
by strategically placed and uniquely 
sculpted bunkering and greens with plenty 
of subtle contours—concepts with which 
AGC members also are familiar with. 

Please see our golf shop for further 
information or to arrange a tee time in 
one of the Passport clubs.

RTJ Sr. Society Meeting 
Goes Abroad

Well-traveled member Peter Seldin.

Member Represents AGC in Spain

By Peter Seldin

Clubs Share 
The Gift of RTJ
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Get To Know Your New Head Pro

AJ BERLUND ARRIVED  
AT AGC IN THE SPRING 
OF 2015, and immediately  

                      made a name for himself as our 
resident swing doctor and for possessing 
all the other qualities you look for in a head 
professional. He crushes the ball a mile and 
has a smile just as wide. He was often the first 
one in each morning and among the last to 
go home, simply because he has a passion 
for the game and for delivering the best 
experience possible for every member. He 
spent three seasons at the Connecticut Golf 
Club in Easton, two at nearby Hollowbrook 
and has an associate’s degree from the 
Professional Golfer’s Career College in 
Winter Garden, Fla. He enthusiastically 
accepted the keys to the AGC golf operation 
this past offseason and sets forth with a 
simple goal in mind: to make 2020 the best 
season in golf each and every member here 
has ever had. 

Q. What made you want to pursue a career 
as a golf professional? 
A. Since beginning my career in the private 
club industry, my focus and main goal was 
always to run a golf operation. I’ve had the 
pleasure to work with and be mentored by 
some inspiring golf professionals who have 
helped motivate me to be my best. My focus is 
the members’ overall experience, and I strive 
to always keep improving. 

Q. What was your first exposure to the 
game of golf? 
A. My godmother’s husband was a very 
good golfer, his grandfather owned a 
par 3 course in FL. He was my neighbor 
when I was growing up so he taught me the 
fundamentals when I was 10 years old. We 
would hit shots in the back yard. 

Q. How old were you when you knew golf 
would play a major role in your life? 
A. After I graduated golf school in 2009 – I 
was 26.

Q. Have you always had a knack for 
teaching the golf swing? 
A. No, I think it’s like anything. You have to 
work at it and hone your skill. 

Q. You joined AGC in 2015 and fit right in. 
What are your favorite things about the club 
and the course? 
A. It’s just a special place. A hidden gem 
and I’m glad to be part of. Finally, it’s a ball 
striker’s course and that’s the business I’m in!   

Q. What is your best score ever at AGC and 
what is your all-time low round (anywhere)? 
A. My lowest here is a 71 and I had a 68 at 
Burning Tree in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Q. What is the strength of your golf game? 
A. I would say I strike my irons well and I’m 
good around the greens. I also feel like I’m 
strategic at thinking my way around golf 
courses. 

Q. What is your strength as a teacher? 
A. I’m patient when I’m teaching and 
always have positive encouragement for 
my students. I believe by studying and 
understanding technology (Trackman) 
it helps me to tailor my lessons to the 
individual and I’m able to pinpoint the 
corrections more precisely. 

Q. If you could ask RTJ Sr. one question 
about the design of the course, what would 
it be? 
A. Like most of our members, I’d like to pick 
his brain as to why he put the bunker in the 
middle of 18?

Q. Who was your biggest influence in golf? 
A. The head Professional at Connecticut 
Golf Club, Rod Loesch. 

Q. Tell us something interesting about 
yourself no one at AGC knows? 
A. I enjoy Formula 1 racing 

Q. What will be the biggest change in the 
golf operation under your watch? 
A. Trying to provide a better level of service 
to the member and taking all of the worry off 
of them. They’ll be able to come in and get 
just what they want without having to think 
about it at all.  

Q. Favorite Tour player? 
A. Justin Rose or Xander Schauffele 

Q. Favorite golf course other than AGC? 
A. Toscana Country Club in Indian  
Wells, CA.  

Q. Dream Foursome? 
A. Rory Mcilroy, Jack Nicklaus, Butch 
Harmon, and myself.

Centre Hills Country Club 
State College, PA 

The Dunes Golf & Beach Club 
Myrtle Beach, SC 

Greenville Country Club 
Greenville, SC 

Metedeconk National GC 
Jackson, NJ 

Mission Viejo Country Club 
Mission Viejo, CA

Pauma Valley Country Club 
Pauma Valley, CA 

Point O’ Woods Golf and CC 
Benton Harbor, MI 

Club El Rincon de Cajica 
Bogota, Columbia 

Seabrook Island Club 
Seabrook Island, SC 

The Tuxedo Club 
Tuxedo Park, NY 

Turtle Point Yacht and GC 
Killen, AL 

ROBERT TRENT JONES, SR., PASSPORT PROGRAM CLUBS

Head professional A.J. Berglund.
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Club News & Notes
Anglebrook Re-Rated 
The Metropollitan Golf Association re-rated Anglebrook for the 
2020 season and the updated Slope and Rating are below. As you’ll 
recall, the course rating indicates the difficulty of a course for a scratch 
golfer, whereas the slope rating, by contrast, indicates how difficult 
the course should be for a bogey golfer. As you’ll see below, the course 
ratings increased for the all sets of men’s tees listed on the scorecard and 
stayed the same for ladies on the red tees. The slope rating went down 
for the men’s tees, with the exception of the green tees, which increased 
from 119 to 120. The rating for ladies playing the red tees decreased 
from 118 to 115. New scorecards will be available as soon as possible, but 
the new slope and rating have already been adjusted in the Ghin System.   

Restrictions Remain
As we have communicated via email messages, Anglebrook is open for 
walking-only play. Members may bring their own pull carts. Tee times 
are mandatory as we seek to run with limited staff to reduce exposure 
during the health crisis. There is no access to the clubhouse, the range 
or either of our dining outlets. You may pre-order items from the golf 
shop and we’ll have them waiting for you at the starter’s table. Thank you 
for your cooperation at this difficult time. 

Men 
Black – 74.6 / 137 
Purple – 72.7 / 130 
Grey – 71.0 / 127 
Green – 67.9 / 120

Women 
Grey – 76.0/149 
Green – 73.4/126 
Red – 68.3/115

New cedar shingles were installed on the back half of the clubhouse this winter. 


