
The path to the 2nd hole will get more interesting from the expanded black tee box (inset). An new black tee box, ready next spring, will add 30 yards to No. 18 as well. 

AT THIS VERY MOMENT, 
it’s entirely possible that a greens 
committee in a conference room 

at a private club somewhere in America is 
engaging in a heated debate over making 
a change to a golf hole. They could 
be discussing moving or eliminating a 
bunker, softening or toughening a green 
complex or arguing over tee boxes. 

It is a testament to the golf course that 
Robert Trent Jones, Sr., signed off in time 
for our soft opening in 1997 that there have 

only been two adjustments to the course 
at Anglebrook—and both were  part of his 
original design. 

Those were the addition of new black tees 
over what are now No. 14 and No. 16. Both 
were penciled in as part of the blueprints, 
but not put into play until the golf course 
was a few years old. Not coincidentally, those 
new tee boxes were on the heels of the impact 
improved driver and golf ball technology—
as well as the game’s fascination with long 
hitters like John Daly and Tiger Woods—had 

on how far amateurs hit the ball. 
Those tee boxes were put into play in 

2002 and got AGC to the then-modern 
magic number of over 7,000 yards from 
the tips. In the late stages of construction, 
Trent Sr.’s lead designer Roger Rulewich 
and superintendent Lou Quick decided 
the black tee on each of those holes was just 
too far to ask golfers to hit the ball. 

Now, as we approach Anglebrook’s 25th 
anniversary next year, two changes will await 
members when we open next April. 

A quarter of a century into Anglebrook’s 
history, and following the reversal of the 
nines and thus a new fi nishing hole, we’re 
taking advantage of the ample space and 
a long talked-about opportunity. By the 
time we open next spring, a new tee box on 
No. 18 may put driver back in the hands of 
some, and, a wider tee box on No. 2, will 
allow skilled right-handed players to play 
a draw to their advantage—and avoid the 

(Continued on page 2)

Two New Tee Boxes Will Add to the Fun in 2021

“The new tee on No. 18 will…open up the ride side more and 
allows for a true cut or draw off the tee. With the added length 
and a different angle to the tee shot, par will be a good score.”

– A.J. Berglund, Anglebrook Head Professional 
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PERHAPS BOB BANNON 
SHOULD HAVE STARTED 
talking to his ball sooner. “As 

soon as I hit it, I said: ‘Get in the hole!’” 
And although Bannon never saw the ball 
enter the cup on No. 17 last month, it 
reacted perfectly to his prompting and  
the first-year member had his second 
hole-in-one. 

His vantage point from the gray tees with 
a front- left pin location prevented him 
from witnessing the moment live, but the 
rest of it will live in his personal highlight 
reel forever. While the ballmark revealed 
the well-struck eight-iron from the purple 
tees 157 yards away landed three feet directly 
in front of the hole, its whereabouts were 
uncertain as Bannon approached the green. 
When in doubt, he thought, check the cup. 
And although it was a well-worn ball with 
a New York Mets logo—hit by a diehard 
Yankees fan—he savored the moment. He 
immediately thought about the ribbing 
he’d take from his oldest golf buddies when 
they saw a Mets logo ball on his hole-in-one 
plaque hanging in his home office. Then 
again, what are old golf buddies for if they 
can’t give you some good-natured grief? 

Bannon’s first ace came in 2013 on the 
eighth hole at his previous club, Mount 
Kisco—also in September. Bannon, who 
has been playing for 20 years and arrived 
at Anglebrook in July, wasted little time 
registering an impressive highlight after 
he joined the club in July. He met some 
members on the range, found himself in  
a game and recorded an eagle by holing  

out from 203 yards with a hybrid-4—after 
his second shot hit a tree limb and came 
straight down--and enjoyed the friendly 
teasing he took for the rest of the round 
about his handicap from his new friends.

Although he was playing alone the day he 
recorded his ace, the retired attorney from 
Katonah shared his highlight with anyone 
who asked for the rest of the day. While 
waiting on line at a store, someone asked 
how his day was going. “As a matter  
of fact, pretty darn well,” said Bannon, 
while producing photographic evidence  
on his phone. The fellow golfer offered  
his congratulations, and followed up with 
the question: “And what happened on the 
next hole?”

“I was proud to tell him,” laughed 
Bannon, “that I made par.” 

    

The first was Beginner’s Luck at Hudson 
Hills 25 years ago when David Lichtman 
first started playing, but it was a hole-in-
one nonetheless. Even as a newcomer to the 
game, Lichtman knew enough to know many 
skilled players never get one, so he certainly 
wasn’t about to complain. 

“But this one,” he said with a smile, “this 
one was pure.” 

From the gray tee on No. 8 about 110 
yards out from a front right pin location, 
Lichtman took aim with a 48-degree wedge 
and put it right where he wanted it. Using 
the berm on the back right quadrant as 
his backstop, he watched in hope as his 
ball made a U-turn that took him into 

Anglebrook immortality.
Congratulations to both of our members 

on their strokes of genius and fingers 
crossed there is more where that came from 
before we wrap up on 2020 season! 
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Aces Are Wild at AGC
Robert Bannon and David Litchtman record First Holes-in-One of AGC’s season

environmental area on the right side.  
If you like a risk / reward option, you’ll  
love the challenge of this tee shot.  

“The tee box on No. 2 has been pushed 
further away from the road and angled 
more to suit a draw off the tee,” said head 
professional A.J. Berglund. “The trees will 
be trimmed up on the left side of the teeing 

area, which will open the hole up and allow 
for a better angle of attack to the green. Now 
a tee shot that draws won’t be blocked out by 
the big tree on the left.”

The new tee box on No. 18 will add 
approximately 30 yards of challenge and 
intrigue to an already fantastic finisher—
and even more scores and matches will have 
a chance to take a big swing on the home hole. 

“The new tee on No. 18 will change the 
overall feel of the hole. It will open up the 
ride side more and allows for a true cut or 
draw off the tee,” added Berglund. “With the 
added length and a different angle to the tee 
shot, par will be a good score.”

And that’s what championship golf is  
all about. 

(Continued from cover)

Robert Bannon wasted little time settling into AGC 
this year, making an eagle on No. 1 and a hole-in-
one on No. 17 in his first few months as a member. 

David Lichtman enjoyed every second of his ace 
on No. 8, his second in 25 years of playing golf. 



Anglebrook is one of 32 Member Clubs that 
comprise the Robert Trent Jones Society, the 
mission which is to honor Jones and his work 
and support the education of our members 
on his principles of design. We will keep 
Anglebrook members updated on the Society, 
its annual meetings—which our members can 
attend—and other fascinating stories about 
the life and times of the “Father of Modern 
Golf Course Architecture.”

ON NOVEMBER 10TH, 
THE ROBERT TRENT 
JONES SOCIETY 

will be hosting a one-hour “Fireside 
Chat” webinar with Roger Rulewich, 
Trent Sr.’s senior designer for 35 years. 
Roger was instrumental during the 
construction of Anglebrook, as Trent Sr. 
was in his mid- to late -80s, and also 
during the design and creation of the 
Trent Jones Golf Trail in Alabama.

The Trail consists of a collection of 
championship caliber courses across the 
state of Alabama. The Trail started with 
378 holes at eight locations and grew to 
468 holes, or an amazing 26 courses, at 
11 sites. Now you can hear the fascinating 
behind-the-scenes story from someone 
who was there!

Indeed, it is a story marked by incredible 
vision and fascinating teamwork, the 
mastermind of which was David Bronner, 

the head Alabama’s retirement fund. 
“David wanted Alabama to be more than 

a pass-through State for Midwesterners on 
their way to golf holidays in Florida and 
Georgia—and for it to come a destination 
for golfers to spend time, money and to get 
them to think about retiring there,” said 
Rulewich. “I was made aware of this right 
away and knew we had a unique opportunity 
to design and build great golf on an 
immense scale.”

As a bit of a visionary himself, Jones 
jumped at the opportunity. 

“Mr. Jones, as we always called him, 
was ready and willing to undertake the 
work, as soon as he was contacted about it,” 
remembered Rulewich. “Once they decided 
to call it the RTJ Trail, Mr. Jones knew it 
would be his legacy.”

When the Grand National course in 
Opelika, part of the Trail, hosted the 2015 
Barbasol Championship, it was the fi rst 
PGA Tour event in the state of Alabama 
since the PGA Championship at Shoal 
Creek in 1990. 

Like all successful projects, no stone 
was left unturned—and all the pieces came 
together to make the Trail the must-play 
destination it’s become. 

“The sites were chosen to cover all areas 
of the State and have easy highway access,” 
added Rulewich. “Not one penny was spent 

on land purchase. Towns, corporations and 
developers demonstrated their commitment 
to the Trail concept by donating the land 
needed. But it had to have special or unique 
characteristics that worked for golf and 
made it different from any of the other sites. 
This was a complicated process, but the key 
to the eventual success of the Trail.”

Mark your calendars for the one-hour 
webinar with Roger. We’ll email a link 
as the date approaches. It promises to be 
a fascinating discussion with incredible 
insights into Trent Sr., and the amazing 
clubs that make up the Trail.

For more information the RTJ Golf Trail, access 
www.rtjgolf.com, and for more on the Trent Jones Society, 
visit www.roberttrentjonessociety.com. 

W E ARE SORRY TO 
ANNOUNCE IT’S ALMOST 
THAT TIME of the year—

frost delays, later sunrises and early 
sunsets. Even a few snow fl urries are 
due to fl y every November. 

But Chef Quattrocchi has your back—
just like he did all summer with a lighter 
menu in July and August and some comfort 
food in the fall. In October and November, 
sometimes we need something hot and 
steamy just to get us through a chilly 
18 holes. 

So soups on—in a big way. Members will 
fi nd a few options heated and ready to go 
during the round—an abundance of choices 

to take home in frozen quart containers. 
“A bowl of hot soup hits the spot this time 

of the year—at the turn or after your round,” 
said Quattrocchi. “It’s a cold weather 
essential in golf—satisfying, fl avorful and 
packed with healthy ingredients like beans, 
greens, and root vegetables.” 

Suddenly, the 19th Hole Market has 
become what Starbucks is to coffee: a 
veritable soup bar! 

There are thirteen choices in all, and 
in no particular order they are: Zucchini 
& Basil Bisque, Chicken Noodle, Honey 
Ginger Carrot, Sausage & Lentil, 
Manhattan Clam Chowder, Pumpkin 
Spiced Butternut Bisque, Bacon Cheddar 

Potato Chowder, Tomato Bisque, Pasta 
Fagioli, Black Bean & Chorizo, Beef Barley, 
Mushroom Barley, & Egg Drop Soup.  

Grab one at the turn and then take a few 
frozen quarts home. It’s warm, it’s delicious 
and it’s available in large, healthy doses 
at Anglebrook. 
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Rulewich Opens Up On the Trent Sr. Trail

Soups On: Here & To Go

AGC member Peter Seldin with Roger Rulewich at 
the RTJ Society meetings in Spain last year.

13 Soups at 19th Hole Marketplace
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Club News & Notes
Thank you, Members  
Although there is some good golf left in 
2020, please allow us to extend an early thank 
you to the membership for your patience, 
cooperation and understanding as we played 
through the health crisis this season. We 
opened on schedule in early April to walk-and-
carry only and you showed your love for the 
game by undertaking the challenging trek over 
our 240 acres. Since that time, members have 
been terrific about adhering to our clubhouse 
mask policy, great about putting with the pin 
flags in and making the best of the alternate 
driving range practices we employed to adhere 
to social distancing. 

Luppino Wins 5th Club 
Championship
Congratulations to Angelo Luppino III 
on becoming the Anglebrook 2020 club 
champion. This was Luppino’s fifth club 
championship and first since 2017.  
Wolfman is also a former club champion, 
having won crowns in 2011 and 2012 and 
having been in the final match-play round  
on two other occasions as well. Hats off to  
each of the competitors on great seasons. 

Entering the Homestretch
Before you know it, we’ll be saying our 
farewells to our members and guests and to 
the 2020 season. Anglebrook is scheduled 
to close after play on Sunday, November 8. 
Frost delays and snow flurries are coming, so 
let’s all make good use of the final five weeks of 
our season. As we approach the homestretch, 
please remember to take your clubs from bag 
storage, any items you may need your lockers 
and take advantage of any season-ending 
sales in the golf shop! Our administrative 
offices are open from 9-5 M-F throughout 
the offseason. Please call the club or email 
office administrator Keri Churchill at 
churchillk@anglebrookgc.com in advance of 
visiting during the winter months.

Off-Season Lessons
Head professional A.J. Berglund will have 
arrangements with an indoor facility this 
winter for those of you determined to work 
on your game in the offseason. You can reach 
A.J. after the club closes at berglunda@
anglebrookgc.com. Dan Wolfman and Angelo Luppino III were all 

smiles before, during and after their match to 
determine AGC’s 2020 club champion. 


