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Nines 
Offi cially Reversed

Meet Anglebrook’s new 14th hole, formerly known as No. 5. 

FOR 24 YEARS NOW, 
OUR MEMBERS AND 
REGULAR GUESTS 

have approached the fi rst tee 
with a combination of excitement 
and trepidation. 

Sure, you are about to tee up at one of 
Westchester County’s fi nest venues, and 
you want to do the experience justice by 
playing your fi nest brand of golf. But as 
we’ve all come to know, the opening stretch 
was supremely challenging—to say the least—
and the fi rst few holes usually set the tone 
for the round. 

Many likened AGC’s opening quartet, 
where you undertook the fi rst, third and 
fi fth toughest-ranked holes on the course, to 
Augusta National’s famed “Amen Corner.” 
That vaunted stretch of treacherous holes 
has led golfers at the Masters Tournament 
to take a few deep breaths and muster all the 
focus they could to get through that string 
of holes without falling out of contention. 

Now imagine opening the tournament 
with that make-or-break stretch? That’s 
certainly cause for a few deep-breathing 
exercises, even when you’re among friends, 
before you stick your tee in the ground. 

All of this is precisely why Anglebrook 
has offi cially reversed the front and back 
nines. Signage has been switched and new 
scorecards are at the printer at the time of 

this writing. 
When AGC opened this April, with the 

global pandemic swirling all around us, we 
were limited to walk-and-carry play. We 
put members out on the back nine so that 

golfers would get the hard part of the walk, 
especially the climb up the 15th fairway, out 
of the way fi rst. 

(Continued on page 2)

No. 1 becomes No. 10 and No. 10 becomes No. 1

“Our new No. 18 is such a fantastic 
fi nishing hole—especially for match play—with 

a stunning look at our iconic clubhouse.”
– A.J. Berglund, Anglebrook Head Professional 



But an interesting thing happened as 
a result: members enjoyed it, and thus 
the possibility of reversing the nines fi rst 
became a talking point and then a reality. 

“The course now has better fl ow and 
pacing,” said head professional A.J. 
Berglund. “Everyone has a chance to 
fi nd their swing and settle into the round 
before being confronted with such a tough 
stretch of holes. And our new No. 18 is 
such a fantastic fi nishing hole—especially 
for match play—with a stunning look at our 
iconic clubhouse.” 

Fear not, members. That stretch is 
still there waiting for you—and is even 
heightened now with the addition of the 
new No. 9 (formerly No. 18), AGC’s second 
toughest ranked hole, now part of the new 
“Amen Corner!”

Now at least golfers have eight holes 
to fi nd a groove before encountering the 
exacting stretch of Nos. 9-13. 

Somewhere, you’ve got to think Trent Sr. 
is smiling down favorably on this adjustment 

to his fi nal creation. 
“Trent Sr. was a traditionalist, no doubt,” 

said General Manager Matt Sullivan. 
“But he was also a forward thinker. He 

championed what he called the ‘Heroic’ 
school of design and created the idea of 
‘Risk / Reward.’ Reversing the nines is a 
move that will serve Anglebrook well as we 
reach the club’s 25th anniversary next year.” 

So check in with the starter at the podium 
and tell him you’re headed to No. 1. Drive 
past the practice putting green and keep 
going straight. You’ll be greeted by one 

of the most playable holes on the golf course. 
Step up to the tee box, visualize your shot 
down the left center of the fairway. Make a 
nice, smooth swing, and enjoy all the same 
great golf holes, just in a different order. 

A GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT 
WOULD LIKELY TELL YOU 
THE TOUGHEST HOLE 

to design would be a short par-4. With 
our (new) 15th (listed as No. 6 in the 
referenced article), Trent Jones Sr., made 
it look easy. 

The Met Golfer, the offi cial publication 
of the Metropolitan Golf Association, 
published a feature story on the best short 
par-4s in the section and calls the hole 
“one of the best short par-4s Trent Sr., 
ever built,” and referred to the hole 
“unique and memorable.” 

Members have long known the hole to 
be a textbook example of a Risk /Reward 
option. 

There have been two aces in the 24-year 
history of the club on this 275-yarder 
(from the grey tees), but that doesn’t prevent 
anyone from trying to step on a tee shot and 
experience the thrill of driving a green on 
a par-4. The more strategic play is to take 
aim at the wide landing area to the left of 
the green complex and be left with a 75-yard 

wedge shot in. 
Go for the dance fl oor if you dare, but 

and then you’re challenging the yawning 
bunker, which the articles says is “ready to 
swallow up tee shots.” 

Pick up a copy of the publication 
around the clubhouse, or fi nd it at 
www.mgagolf.org. 
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(Continued from cover)

A GREAT THING In a Small Package

Whether it’s our sixth hole or (now) No. 15, this short par-4 has 
always been an Anglebrook favorite for its playability, its aesthetics 
and its strategic options. 

“Trent Sr. was a traditionalist, no doubt, but he was 
also a forward thinker. He championed what he called the 

‘Heroic’ school of design and created the idea of ‘Risk/ Reward.’ 
Reversing the nines is a move that will 

serve Anglebrook well.”

– Matt Sullivan, Anglebrook General Manager  

  34   THE MET GOLFER • JUNE/JULY 2020 WWW.MGAGOLF.ORG

Anglebrook Golf Club,  #6
305/275 yards 
(Lincolndale, NY)

The last of Robert Trent Jones
Sr.’s more than 500 golf course
designs, Anglebrook boasts one
of the best short 4’s he ever built.
The option off the tee is either a
short, safe layup to a relatively
wide fairway or try to take on
the hole’s two big, amoeba-
shaped bunkers. One is directly
in line with the green, cutting
into the right side of the fairway
and ready to swallow up tee
shots, while the other is a
sprawling deterrent on the left
side of the green that’s almost
as big as the putting surface
itself. Unique and memorable.

Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point,  #7
334/269 yards (Bronx, NY)

The 7th at this Jack Nicklaus public design in the Bronx is a risk/reward
proposition at its finest. Tipping out at 337 yards, the hole features water
where you would expect to see the fairway, a fairway where you’d think the
left rough should be, and any shot that drifts to the right will get wet, as will
some from the left side of the fairway that hit the green and keep running.
Laying back (or bailing out completely), leaves a tricky pitch to a narrow
green over a giant amoeba bunker and small mound. The boldest option is
to drive straight at the green, a carry of 270 yards from the back tee to an
opening just 22 yards wide. Jack would never have risked such a shot, but
that doesn’t mean you won’t.
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Sam Snead once carded a 12 on the signature hole at Fenway, and there’s no doubt this devilish 301-yarder
has yielded many similarly ugly numbers over the years. The hourglass-shaped green is narrow, pitched
severely back-to-front, and features bunkers that pinch in on both sides. There are two visible cross bunkers
for those trying to reach the green off the tee and another hidden behind them at the front left of the green.
Because the putting surface is so narrow, it’s not uncommon to see some unfortunate souls go from one
greenside bunker to the other. That’s prompted some errant long-hitters who’ve reached the sand to play
backwards to the fairway and then chip up to the green to avoid making a Snead-like number. �

Fenway Golf Club, #15
301/290 yards (Scarsdale, NY)
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IF YOU’RE LIKE MOST 
PEOPLE, YOU’RE READY TO 
GET OUT OF THE HOUSE  

and socialize. 
And if you’re like most Anglebrook 

members, there’s no place you’d rather  
do that than here. 

We have a solution for you and we’re 
confident it will leave you refreshed and 
satisfied! Join us for our first “Nine & 
Dine,” which will provide members an 
opportunity to mix and mingle with other 
members and their spouses and perhaps 
find some new playing partners. 

You’ll get in a late afternoon nine holes 
and won’t have to worry about cooking when 
you get home. 

Enjoy the sun setting over the 16th hole 
from the patio terrace, or the socially-
distanced tables set up the main dining 
room. Come alone, bring a guest or set  
up your own foursome! 

The season is disappearing before our 

eyes and opportunities to enjoy the club with 
other members have been limited. Turn out 
to support this club event and help us make 
it a semi-monthly event. 

Arrive by 4 p.m. if you can to loosen up 
on the range and assemble near the putting 
green around 4:30 so we can shotgun the 
group on different holes so everyone will 
finish at roughly the same time. Enjoy a cold 
drink and greet you fellow diners in the 
grill room following play. We’d love to have 
everyone seated by 7 and to place orders  
by 7:30.  

Come on out to the first of this 
continuing series of these events and we’ll 
give you a voucher for a free cart fee for our 
second Wine & Dine event. The green fee 
will also be reduced to half price. 

We have scheduled two of these events 
on Thursdays in August, the 13th and the 
27th. Make your reservations with the golf 
shop today and get to know your fellow 
Anglebrook members tomorrow! 

A NGLEBROOK, AS YOU 
WELL KNOW BY NOW,  
WAS DESIGNED BY THE  

“Father of Modern Golf Course 
Architecture,” Robert Trent Jones, Sr.  
You may not know, however, that AGC  
is one of 32 Member Clubs of the Robert 
Trent Jones Society. The mission of the 
Society is to “honor Robert Trent Jones 
Sr. and his work, preserve the historical 
information and documents pertinent 
to golf courses he designed, and to 
encourage and support the education 
of Member Clubs on his principles of 
design.” 

This month, the PGA Championship will 
be contested at TPC Harding Park in the 
San Francisco area.  Did you know that 20 
of the 101 PGA Championships have been 
contested on courses designed or renovated 
by Robert Trent Jones, Sr.?  Some of the 

PGA Championship courses include the 
Atlanta Athletic Club (Highlands Course, 
1967), which hosted the event in 1981, 2001, 
and 2011;  Bellerive (St. Louis, MO, 1960), 
hosts in 1992 and 2018; Hazeltine National 
(Chaska, MN, 1962), hosts in 2002, and 
2009 and Firestone South (Akron, OH, 
1959), hosts in ’60, ’66 and ’75. 

In September, the 120th U.S. Open 
will be conducted at Winged Foot Golf 
Club.  In recent years, Rees Jones has been 
dubbed the “Open Doctor” for his work in 
renovating courses in preparation for the 
U.S. Open.  However, his father, Robert 
Trent Jones, Sr. was the original “Open 
Doctor,” having renovated four courses 
in a six-year period in the early 1950s to 
prepare them to host the ultimate test of 
golf the  U.S. Open has always been.  U.S. 
Open courses renovated by RTJ Sr. include: 
Oakland Hills (Michigan), Baltusrol (New 

Jersey), Olympic Club (San Francisco, 
Calif.) and Oak Hill (East) Country Club 
(in Rochester, NY).  RTJ Sr. designs at 
Bellerive, Hazeltine National and Atlanta 
Athletic Club (Highlands Course) have also 
been U.S. Open sites.

To learn more about the Society, visit 
www.roberttrentjonessociety.com. 
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9 & Dine Arrives

Trent Jones Sr.: A Major Force

Nine & Dine not only will get you out of the house, 
but also provide a satisfying post-golf meal, 
with our regular Grill Room menu and a few new 
Specials available each week. 

Trent Jones, Sr. created golf courses that 
withstood the crucible of major championships  
as few other architects have.

Enjoy a Late Afternoon Nine Holes  
and Leave the Cooking to Us

AGC Architect’s Impact on Majors Still Significant
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Club News & Notes
Tempo Walks  
As promised, Anglebrook is committed to 
support those golfers who walked the course 
this spring and re-discovered the beauty of 
the game as they may have grown up playing it. 
You’ll soon see some of the latest technology 
in the industry on the course in the form 
of the Tempo Walk, which manufacturer 
ClubCar bills as a “hands-free, autonomous 
caddie” that offers GPS yardage, carries your 
bag, your drink and other accessories. The 
Tempo Walk weighs 95 pounds, and is larger 
than most motorized walking carts to allow for 
remarkable stability and reliable traction on 
any surface you’ll encounter on our 240 acres. 
It travels up to seven miles per hour and allows 
golfers to focus on their playing partners, 
strategy and the competition instead of having 
to pull a handcart or carrying their own clubs.

Reserve your Tempo Walk today and be part 
of an exciting new way to play the game. 
This amazing product goes 36 holes without 
needing a charge—and no one ever said that 
about a caddie! The Tempo Walks are certain 
to be in demand, so contact the pro shop to 
discuss getting your turn today. Only regular 
cart rental fees will apply. 

Do You Have the Drive
We’re halfway through the 2020 season so we’ll 
ask the question: Did you reach your potential 
on the golf course this season? Why not sign 
up for a lesson, or a series of lessons and put 
yourself on the right path for the homestretch 
of this season and for next year? Inquire today 
for a lesson or a playing lesson. Get some 
professional help and get some results! 

▲ Indoor dining and groups of up to 50 are now 
permitted indoors in New York State, so don’t let 
the season disappear without getting together with 
your fellow members. Join us for one of our “Nine 
and Dine” events, or organize your own for friends 
and family. Contact Chef Quattrocchi or Dining Room 
Supervisor John Frederick today and make some 
new Anglebrook memories tomorrow. 




